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THEME TITLE:   
Theme Question?  Before Birth 

 

In utero, babies: 

V ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǊƘȅǘƘƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ 
(but not individual words). 
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Newborns: 

VǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ 

Vuse the melody of language to find words in 
speech 
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Newborns: 

VCan discriminate very different languages (like 
English and Japanese) but not very similar 
languages (like English and German) 
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Babies: 

VWatch your face when you talk to them. 

VSmile and laugh when other people smile and laugh. 

VMake sounds to themselves, like cooing, gurgling 
and babbling. 
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Babies 

VPay more attention to objects that are presented 
with language. 

VRecognise their name and the names of familiar 
ƻōƧŜŎǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ΨŀǇǇƭŜΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǎƘƻŜΩΦ 
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Babies 

VUnderstand how your mouth matches the sounds 
you make. 

VCan tell the difference between British English 
and American English. 
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Babies 

VListen carefully and turn to someone talking on 
the other side of the room. 

V.ŀōōƭŜ ǎǘǊƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǎƻǳƴŘǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ Ψƴƻ-ƴƻΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƎƻ-ƎƻΩΦ 

VUnderstand that how you say words (happy or 
angry) means something. 
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Babies 

VMake noises, point and look at you to get your 
attention. 

VShow you objects to engage in conversation about 
the object. 
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Babies 

VTake turns in conversations, babbling back to an 
adult. 

VStart to understand the meaning of common 
verbs (e.g. dance, kiss) 
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Toddlers 

V¦ǎŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ нл ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ ΨŎǳǇΩΣ ΨǎƘƻŜΩ ŀƴŘ 
ΨŘŀŘŘȅΩΦ 

V¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ Ψƪƛǎǎ ƳǳƳƳȅΩΣ 
ΨƪƛŎƪ ōŀƭƭΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƎƛǾŜ ƳŜΩ 

Cup 

Daddy 
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Toddlers 

VPoint to things when asked, like familiar people or 
objects. 

VStart to enjoy simple pretend play, e.g. pretending to 
talk on the phone. 

VCopy lots of the things that adults say and gestures 
they make. 
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Toddlers 

VUnderstand between 200 and 500 words. 

VUnderstand simple questions and instructions: 
ΨǿƘŜǊŜΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƻŜΚΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǎƘƻǿ ƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜƭƭȅ 
ōǳǘǘƻƴΩΦ 
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Toddlers 

VUse a limited number of sounds in their words- 
often these are p, b, t, d, m and w.  

VOften miss the ends of words off. 


